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ACP, EEC Sign Fourth Lome Convention 15 Dec 


Rocard, Eyadema Speak 
AB1812081689 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 15 Dec 89 


We have renewed an agreement that was first signed 15 
years ago, but remains a model in North-South relations. 
This ts what the French prime minister and chairman of 


for development. The originality of the convention 
is also evident in the common institutions: the Joint 
Ministerial Council, the Roundtable meeting, and the 
Committee of Ambassadors, which all help the system 
operate on an equal footing. 








INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


omitted] 

[Begin Eyadema recording] [Passage omitted) Certain 
industrialized nations, to which | here pay tribute, have 
decided to cancel part of the debt while at the same time 
envisaging reduction plans. But, beyond these good 
intentions, the real solution to the foreign debt of devel- 
oping countries demands just and fair payment for our 
raw materials. That is why during the negotiations for 
the renewal of Lome IV, the problem of raw materials 


continued to be the major concern of our countries. 

In this regard, it is necessary to consider the interest we 
have in the proper functioning of the STABEX [Export 
Stabilization Fund] and SYSMIN [expansion unknown]. 
hg dpe ce hegd ae etmgeanes of the 
instruments of the convention. icular emphasis was 
put on an extension of the list of products and the 
lowering of the conditions of eligibility, as well as better 
utilization of resources. In Lome IV, our countries asked 
that the resources be made available under the 


make it possible to find specific solutions to the debt and 
structural adjustment, whose social cost remains unbear- 
able for our countries. The realization of these measures 
absolutely requires an increase in the volume of loans in 
the financial package of Lome IV. 


From 3,562,000,000 ECU's [European Currency Unit] 
at the first Lome Convention in 1975. this fund went up 
to $,409,000,000 ECU's in 1979 at the Lome II Conven- 
tion, and to 8.5 billion ECU's in 1984 at the Lome Ill 
Convention. We are delighted by the efforts and sacri- 
fices made by everyone to bring to |2 billion ECU's the 
STABEX amount in the Lome [V Convention, thus 











2 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


showing our common desire to continue with this coop- 
eration while looking for means to improve upon it from 


repercussions 
on the relations 
between Africa and Europe. In faci, the 1992 dateline, 


<a ds tees Eats tain caatin ae 
closer cooperation with Eastern Europe. Other European 


[applause]. Our only wish is that aid to Eastern countries 
not be to the detriment of ACP countries. That 
is why I would like to use this solemn occasion to make 


an cali on our European partners so that they do 
not their friends of the South to take care of 


In the face of all these concerns, we hope that a frank and 
sincere dialogue will be established between Europe and 
our States so as to evaluate the economic and monctary 
union on ACP countries. To this end, we propose the 
holding next year of a large conference which will bring 
together exports from the EEC and ACP to make con- 
crete proposals for the adoption of and com- 
pensations concerning preierential tariffs, and special 
treatment reserved for ACP products, trade in capital 
and services, technology transfer, and the assignment of 
ACP nationals to the community. 


We remain convinced that there will not be any genuine 
North-South dialogue until ACP countries, themselves, 
Organize and form a united market vis-a-vis the EEC. In 


Sa oo Eee Cle 


Once again, on behalf of the Togolese people. | extend to 
which will be both useful and pleasant, and I wish 


Rocard Speaks at Airport, Departs 
AB1712155789 Lome Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 17 Dec 89 


[Text] The Fourth ACP-EEC Lome Convention has now 
become a part of the history of over 700 million people 
of Africa, the Carribean, the Pacific, and Europe. It is the 
most ambitious and most exemplary cooperation agree- 
ment in the world. Last Friday [15 December] President 


commitment of the parties concerned to the ideals of 
brotherhood, solidarity, and peace. The delegates who 
participated in the signing of the convention are leaving 
our country. Yesterday, the French prime minister, Mr 
Michel Rocard, left after being seen off by President 
Eyadema and the members of the Political Bureau and 
the Central Committee, the members of the mass orga- 
nizations of the Rally of the Togolese People's Rally 
RPT], members of the city committee, members of the 

Assembly, tracitional chiefs, and the official 
national institutions. All this took place against a back- 
sopand of telen apeivemanem te tao aul of eats 
of the Gulf Prefecture and the Vanguard Activists 
Group. 


At 0840 GMT yesterday, General Gnissingbe Eyadema, 
the RPT founding chairman and president of the 
Republic, and our eminent guest, Mr Michel Rocard, 
prime minister of the French Republic arrived at the 
Lome-Tokoin International Airport. But before pro- 
ceeding to the tarmac for the departure formalities, Mr 
Michel Rocard spoke to tne press. 
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Daily: U.S. ‘Greatly Damaged’ Western Values 
AU2112150589 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
21 Dec 89 pi 


[Commentary by Andreas Unterberger: “ Heroes Made 
in the United States”) 


were much clearer than in the case of Panama does not 
reduce the gravity of the actions. Last but not least, the 
Americans must also face the following accusation: The 
smaller the country, the greater their courage. 


Waldheim ‘Dismayed’ at Romanian F vents 


AU2112191689 Vienna ORF Teietext in German 
1858 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] President Waldheim has expressed great 
dismay at the bloody crushing of the liberation move- 
ment in Romania and emphatically condemned it. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


1,500 People Demonstrate Against Romania 
AU2112211589 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 
1857 GMT 21 Dec 89 


Excerpt} Catholic organizations, the “Committee of 
ian Refugees in Austria,” and Austrian artists 

Organized demonstrations in Vienna today. They— 

altogether almost 1,500 persons—-gathered for a joint 


AUSTRIA 


Greens Hold Demonstration Against Romania 


AU2112151289 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] Today, Greens deputies built a symbolic brick 
wall in front of the Romanian Embassy in Vienna. In this 
way, they wanted to express their protest against the 
human rights violations in Romania. 


(Report by Roland Hill] 
mg London—A to Foreign Minister Alors 
. tish Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 


ext] On 20 December, Finance Minister Ferdinand 
presented the results of the recent talks between 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


DER SPIEGEL Cited on US. Chemical Arms Move Brandenburg Gate Wall Demolition Work Begins 


out some 7.000 tonnes of deadly chemical weapons from 


AU2212105289 Paris AFP in English 1603 GMT 


21 Dec 89 


Pacific. D2? 2000489 Hamburg DPA in German 2344 GMT 


21 Dec 89 
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RUNDSCHAU in German 22 Mec 89 p 3 


AU2112155689 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFUKTER 


ALLGEMEINE in German 21 Dec 89 p 15 


[Report by G.B.| 


and of our 
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of German unification, must also Banks, Companies Allowed Te Opes GOR Offices 
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Government Officials React to Events in Romania 


‘Total Rejection’ Expressed 
PM2112124089 Paris LE MONDE in French 
21 Dec 89 p6 


[Text] The Romanian ambassador to France was sum- 
moned to the Foreign Ministry on the afternoon of 19 
December “to show” the French authorities’ “condem- 
nation and total rejection of the current repression in 
Romania.” The ambassador was reminded in particular 
that this repression “violates Romania's formal pledges 
made in the CSCE framework,” the Quai d'Orsay 
spokesman explained. In addition, several prominent 
figures and political parties have expressed their con- 
demnation. 


Rocard Expresses ‘Horror’ 


PM2212113089 Paris LE MONDE in French 
22 Dec 89 p 4 


Excerpt] In reply to a question from French Socialist 
Deputy Jean-Paul Fuchs during government ques- 
tion time on 20 December regar‘ing the situation in 
Romania, Michel Rocard said: “The latest events in 
Romania were very predictable given the nature of the 
regime which is responsible for them.... Over recent 
months, a vast movement for freedom and democracy 
has developed in most central and East European coun- 
tries; our joy at the progress made is undermined by the 
news from Romania. 
“The dictatorship which is oppressing the Hungarian 
minority and the whole people succeeded in curbing the 
people's upsurge for freedom and dignity by arbitrary 
arrests and clandestine detention. This same dictator- 
ship,” the prime minisier continued, “has now turned 
tanks, helicopters, and machineguns on unarmed 
crowds. We do not know the exact number of the 
victims, but there are consistent reports that the toll is 
very high. I would like to express the horror and conster- 
nation which this attitude inspires in me and in us all. 
The Romanian people, like the other European peoples, 
have a right to democracy, freedom, and respect for their 
rights.... The whole of France and its representatives feel 
solidarity with the oppressed Romanian people. The 
Ceausescu regime will not be able to continue to flout 
Europe and the most fundamental human rights. The 
fate of this dictatorship is the same as all such disastrous 
regimes: It will fall and the sooner the better!” the prime 
minister concluded under applause from the whole 
National Assembly. At Mr Fuchs’ request, the National 
Assembly and the government members observed a 
minute's silence for the Romanian people. [passage 
omitted] 


Armed Intervention Favored 
AU2212093989 Paris AFP in English 0920 GMT 
22 Dec 89 


[Text] Paris, Dec 22 (AFP)}—The French Secretary of 
State for Humanitarian Action Bernard Kouchner said 
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Friday he would be in favour of the West using force to 
hasten the downfall of the regime of Nicolae Ceausescu. 


“I'm all for Ceausescu going as quickly as possible...I'd 
agree with anything that put an end to the suffering of 
the Romanian people, including armed intervention”, he 
said on RTL (Radio Television Luxembourg). “Person- 
ally | would support that, but I know thei it just isn’t 


He said there was a “duty to intervene” where a state was 
abusing its power and there could be no respect for a 
sovereignty “which consists in shooting without impu- 
nity on a crowd of its own people”. 

On the U.S. armed intervention in Panama, he said “it 
seems the baddie really was a baddie, but unfortunately 
for the United States he got away, and soon he'll be seen 
as Robin Hood because he is giving Uncle Sam a run for 


his money.” 


Mitterrand Cited on German Unity in Berlin 


PM.°212110689 Paris LE MONDE in French 
22 Dec 89 pp 1,6 


[Report by Henri de Bresson and Claire Trean]} 


[Excerpt] East Berlin—Mr Mitterrand had never 
adopted such a positive tone when talking of the German 
people's unity as he did in East Berlin on Wednesday 20 
December during a dinner given in his honor by Man- 
fred Gerlach, chairman of the State Council. Although he 
had previously recognized the legitimacy of this aspira- 
tion on several occasions, he had never before given the 
impression of understanding as much as he did on 
Wednesday when he spoke about “the upheavals on both 
banks of the Elbe which have overwhelmed the people 
whose hearts beat in unison.” 


He had never before so clearly admitted that the ques- 
tion of German unity has now been raised. “This aspi- 
ration,” he said, “has its roots in history and has now 
come to the fore again.” Finally, the president of the 
Republic had never before expressed his confidence in 
this way “in the maturity of the East and West Germans” 
without feeling the need to stress the duties and obliga- 
tions which they must observe. 


This is a far cry from the cold and cautious statements 
which the president of the Republic made about Ger- 
many 2 months ago and a far cry from the distrust 
expressed in Kiev, although the principle of the invio- 
lable nature of borders was reaffirmed once again. Mr 
Mitterrand was not ahead of events, but he took note of 
them on Wednesday. He took note of the street demon- 
strations in the GDR, the meetings of various political 
parties in East and West Germany in recent days, the 
people's feeling which was expressed during the visit to 
East Germany by several FRG leaders and which leaves 
no doubt about the Germans’ desire for unity. 


He also took note of the assurances which were given to 
him by Helmut Kohi—the explanations given at the 








FBIS-WEU-89-245 
22 December 1989 


Strasbourg European Council of Ministers meeting were 
probably useful in this respect—and of the change of 
tone by the chancellor who still excels in touching the 
register of German feeling, but who is now more consci- 


entiously preaching patience and moderation. 


Obviously, Mr Mitterrand never mentioned the word 
reunification or expressed a desire for the GDR’s disap- 
pearance. The form which unity will take “depends 
primarily on the Germans who will have to freely give 
their verdict on what their future should be,” he said. 
And he flattered the feelings of those who, in the debate 
which has started on the GDR's future, oppose the idea 
of purely and simply being joined to the FRG and who 
will be his main interlocutors during this 2 day visit. He 
paid tribute to the intellectuals and to the churches 
which created a “liberation movement” out of the fall 


cannot halt the course of history.” 


In all his interlocutors, Mr Mitterrand praised the desire 
to defend “their own values,” he supported their idea of 
turning the Helsinki process into the framework for 
pan-European rapprochement and offered to host a 
summit of the 35 countries in the Helsinki process in 
Paris next year—a summit desired by Mr Gorbachev. 
Finally, he assured them of the support of the EC “whose 
vocation is to unite the peoples with the East European 
countries in ways yet to be imagined.” 


The first stage, with regard to the GDR, is the negotia- 
tion of a trade and cooperation agreement with the EEC 
which should be concluded in the next 6 months. Mr 
Mitterrand was not in a position to announce anything 
more practical. However, he promised that the FRG the 
GDR’s “natural partner,” would not be its only interloc- 
utor on this level, and that France was prepared to “play 
its part” in supporting the current economic and demo- 
no changes taking place in East Germany. [Passage 
omitted] 


Talks With Soviet Officials on Disarmament Held 


PM2212124489 Paris LE MONDE in French 
22 Dec 89 p 6 


[Text] French and Soviet officials had talks in Paris on 
Wednesday 20 December on ways of taking concerted 
action between France and the USSR to “speed up the 
progress of negotiations” on conventional and chemical 
disarmament in Europe, the foreign ministry spokesman 
said. The Soviet delegation was headed by Deputy For- 
eign Minister Viktor Karpov and the French delegation 
by Philippe Gueliy, director of strategic affairs at the 
Quai d’Orsay. 


This meeting, the first of its kind, follows the decision by 
France and the USSR, made in November during French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas’ visit to Moscow, to 
step up their contacts on arms control and disarmament 
questions, the Quai d°Orsay explained. 


FRANCE 11 


Rocard Discusses Involvement in Comoros 


AB1I612115689 Paris AFP in French 2026 GMT 
15 Dec 89 


[Text] Lome, 15 Dec (AFP)}—Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard today justified the arrival of French soldiers to 
the Comoros by the need to ensure the “security of a 
certain number of French citizens.” In a statement to the 
press in Lome, the prime minister asserted that this 
operation does not constitute an “intervention™ in the 
internal affairs of the Comoros. “a free and independent 
state.” 


“France did not have to intervene in the Comoros. We 
only gave a helping hand in the process of a return to a 
more normal situation as far as democracy is con- 
cerned,” because “this small archipelago was taken over 
by a group of European meercenaries including a 
Frenchman, which does not honor anybody,” Mr Rocard 
added. 


France negotiated with South Africa, “quite influential 
with these men, unfortunately.” for the “transfer of the 
central responsibility for the maintenance of order in 
Comoros. We agreed to carry out this substitution oper- 
ation because there are a ceriain number of French 
citizens in the Comoros,” and France is responsible for 
“their security,” he concluded. 


Cooperation Minister Comments on Lome Accord 


PM2112114689 Paris LE MONDE in French 
16 Dec 89 pp 1,29 


[Report by Jacques de Barrin]} 


[Text] “We were afraid,” Cooperation Minister Jacques 
Pelletier admitted in retrospect. “Until the last minute, 
we thought we would not succeed in reaching agree- 
ment.” The negotiations on renewing the Lome Conven- 
tion between the EC and the African, Carsobean, and 
Pacific [ACP] countries lasted almost 18 months. i! is 
true that they were “excessively difficult,” and the orig- 
inal positions of the various countries were very dif- 
ferent. “The European countries first wanted to discuss 
the content of the convention whereas their ACP part- 
ners wanted to know the volume of the financial package 
first,” the French minister explained. 


In the final analysis, the 46 percent increase in this 
package is “very fair” Mr Pelletier thinks. In his view, 
“the European countries have gone more toward their 
ACP partners than the reverse. At first, some EEC 
member states placed the limit below 9 billion European 
Currency Units [ECU] and we finally reached agreement 
on 12 billion ECU.” France, which was anxious to 
conclude these negotiations under its chairmanship, was 
among those recommending a higher figure. 


“Are we not in the vanguard of the battle and by far the 
main supplier of funds to sub-Saharan Africa?” the 
cooperation minister stressed. “The fact remains that we 
would not have succeeded alone and that the successful 











12 FRANCE 


conclusion of the Lome IV agreement can be credited to 
Europe as a whole.” In his view, “this effort was vital to 
reassure the Afncan countries which were panic-striken 
about the 1993 single market, and to prove to them that 


Europe was not abandoning them.” 


and more responsible way? “Doing beter is our constant 
asserted. 


to give priority to more reasonable, less costly projects 
which can easily be controlled by Africans or by us.” The 
objective is to “increase the number of projects which 
directly affect the populations and to do so in liaison 
munities which have contacts in the field.” 

Mr Pelletier thinks that “the structural adjustment 
policy” (imposed by the IMF and the World Bank) is, for 
ne ee ee 
to economic recovery, while taking care to remedy 


pay off one day.“ He sounded a note of hope: "Togo has 
we seeped age Kah peering hea Lhd. 


In this connection, the cooperation minister has high 


hopes of seeing things evolve in the right direction. 
Europe may be conta- 
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Clarification Sought on Panama Death of Cameraman 
LD2212003689 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0000 GMT 22 Dec 89 

Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez 


witnesses, the Spanish photographer was killed py bullets 
fired by U.S. soldiers. [passage omitted] 


Delegation To Collect Body 
LD2212153989 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1500 GMT 22 Dec 89 


ext} A Spanish Air Force Hercules military aircraft has 
Madrid for Panama with the basic objective of 


12,000 they wish to return. Ambassador 
a ee ee © oe 
whose family, which lives in Portugalete 
he will be buried, has said that it is the expected 
for a fighter who left home one day with a suitcase 


a demonstration is due to take place 
U.S. embassy in Madrid during which a note 
of protest will be handed to the U.S. ambassador. 


Interview With Ambassador on Events in Panama 
LD2112110989 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0700 GMT 21 Dec 89 


i with Panamanian Ambassador to Spain Berta 
‘ornjos by unidentified reporter—date and place not 
given) 

ey Passage omitted) [Reporter] Ambassador, 


[Torrijos] We have told the whole world of the tremen- 
dous permanent concern we had of an invasion, and | 
believe the whole world did not take any notice of us 
until now, when this invasion has been condemned, but 
it is too late: when Panama had told all the countries, the 
friendly groups, that this—that an invasion—was 
coming and nobody wanted to believe it. 


Reporter] Madrid Radio had the luck to broadcast at 
215 an exclusive statement by General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega asking for international help, encouraging the 
Panamanian people to resist this U.S. invasion, and 
issuing his known slogan of victory or death. However, at 
Se eaemen, £0 ens Enews waere Conse Noriega is, 
right? 
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[Torrijos} No, no one knows, but he is somewhere in our 
country. 


[Reporter] He has not left the country? 

[Torrijos] No, I do not think so, because he is a very 
brave man and very decided. Therefore, he is here in 
Panama. 


[Reporter] So, Ambassador, what we can say is that the 
main jan media and some key buildings have 
been taken by the U.S. forces? 

[Torrijos}] Yes. There are no radio and television sta- 
tions. The last national radio station was also spectacu- 
larly taken over yesterday. We have no means of com- 
munication by which to express ourselves. 
Reporter] Did you know of Gen Manuel Antonio 
oo "s statement before hearing it a few minutes ago 
on Madrid Radio? 

[Torrijos}] Yes, I knew of it a little while ago, before you 
put it on the air. We heard it here on Channel 8. 


Reporter] Channel 8, which continues to broadcast? 
Torrijos} Yes, Channel 8 is the U.S. channel. 


Reporter] They broadcast it as well? 
Torrijos} Yes. 


cma Ambassador, thank you very much. [passage 
omi 
orrijos} | would like to say that the whole world should 
aware that this is a tremendous aggression, an aggres- 
sion which is such a negative action of a powerful 
country against us, a weaker country. 
Reporter] You are well, are you not Ambassador? 
orrijos] Yes, we are well and from my home where I 
am now I can hear the aggression: the bombs, planes 
shooting on us, machineguns, machineguns fired on 
groups. It can be heard very close to my home. 


[Reporter] This is the sinister language of arms. Ambas- 
sador Berta Torrijos, thank you very much. 


Foreign Minister Comments on Self-determination 


LD2112062189 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 
1400 GMT 19 Dec 89 


[Text] The principle of self-determination as understood 
under present international law is not applicable to 
Spain, Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Fernanedez 
Ordonez said today in Brussels. This principle is regu- 
lated by the UN doctrine and the Helsinki Final Act, and 
forsees self-determination only in cases of decoloniza- 
tion or the recovery of national freedom by peoples 
oppressed by a dictatorship. The Spanish minister thus 
sidesteps the recent approval by the Catalan autonomous 
parliament of a bill which does not rule out possible 
self-<determination for Catalonia. 


Subsequent to this development, the Basque Nationalist 
Party (PNV) and other groups in the Basque couniry 
expressed their intention to present a similar bill in their 
autonomous parliament. 
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Denmark 


Shift in Progress Party Voting on Budget Bill 
PM2112113389 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 15 Dec 89 p 1 


] Danish history was writien when the 
Party voted for next year’s budget bill totaling 
283.5 billion kroner. 


It was the first time since the party entered the Folketing 
in 1973 that the Progress Party did not vote against the 
budget bill. At the same time, tae Social Democrats went 


party's no vote by saying that “Danish politics under 
Schluter 


governments. 
of the party's future behavior he would only say 
“we will vote “yes” if a budget bill is a good one or at 
points in the right direction.” 
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[Text] About 100 people peacefully demonstrated today 
ou the Romanian Embassy in Helsinki because of 
the massacre in Romania. The demonstrators wanted to 
present the Romanian ambassador in Helsinki a citizens’ 
address demanding the return of citizens’ rights. How- 
ever, the Embassy did not receive the address. 


Foreign Minister: Romania Violating CSCE 


LD1912233889 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1600 GMT 19 Dec 89 


ext] Foreign Minister Pertti Paasio appealed to 
omania and expressed Finland's concern at reports 
that a peaceful demonstration was suppressed with force 
in Romania. Finland's official statement mentions that 
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such actions openly violate the CSCE obligations as well. 
Paasio said that the suppression of opinion by police 
force will not succeed. 


Norway 


Premier's Finnish Talks Focus on European Issues 


PM2112113189 Oslo AF1 ENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
13 Dec 89 p7 


[Report by Hanne Gamnes] 


[Text] Helsinki—-At the stroke of noon yesterday Prime 
Minister Jan P. Syse entered the broad double doors of 
the presidential palace in Helsinki. Finland's popular 
president, Mauno Koivisto, received him for talks and 
an elegant lunch. Syse told the Finnish press that he was 
hoping for a quiet Christmas for his nonsocialist govern- 
ment at home in Norway. 


For | and % hours the prime minister had the pleasure of 
direct talks with the legendary “Manu,” as the president 
is popularly called. 

Syse declined to sey what the man who is reckoned to be 
knows the East bloc’s politicians , and most 
recently played host to Mikhail Gorbachev in late 
October. 


In the country on the Soviet Union's doorstep thoughts 
about future developments in the East are a central 
consideration, and the export-minded Finns in partic- 
ular are calling for European responses. Prime Minister 
Syse stressed the similarity between the Norwegian and 
Finnish views of European integration. Because of their 
neutrality the Finns have written off EC membership, 
and are giving full backing to the EFTA [European Free 
Trade Association]. 


Yesterday Prime Minister Harri Holkeri gave an 
impromptu press conference at his official residence, 
Villa Bjalbo. Holkeri said that Finland's proposals =t the 
19 December EC-EFTA Brussels meeting will b_ the 
same as Norway's and the other EFTA nations — 
namely, that it is now time to get negotiations going and 
to reach agreement on what questions require answers. 
He stressed the “four factors”—free movement of goods, 
capital, services, and labor between the two areas—and 
the implementation of these as the most important 
considerations. 


“No one knows what questions covld be raised at a 
Helsinki II conference,” Prime Minister Holkeri said, 
noting that the agenda is in the hands of the 35 sovereign 
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ease of the expesponen,. Ached chetior Conman sonal 


Holkeri said that German issues in have grea: 
importance in connection with the process which 
he would like to see continue 


He pointed out that the balance of strength between the 


military pacts is unchanged, and described the Kola base 
as one of the most important strategic questions which 
must be discussed between the pacts. 


According to sources in the Finnish Foreign Ministry, 
Finland takes the view that EFTA now has a golden 


and NATO where their roles 


ee ee 


Finland stresses the need to demonstrate flexibility and 
pe oe adigea ogg fe thes panty Lepper be 
of foreign policy . “We should not be too precise at the 
wy me,” is the Finnish line. Finland also points out 
that the Bonn meeting next year, the CSCE follow-up 
meeting, could be of significance in the field of East- 
West economic relations in Europe. 


Communist Party Debates Future Course of Action 


PM2112125989 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
15 Dec 89 p 6 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 15 


Martin Gunnar Knutsen admits that he has been wrong 
for so many years,” SV leader Erik Solheim said. 


Solheim sees no base for a discussion of a merger 
between the NKP and the SV. “Such a discussion must 
be about the NKP’s joining the SV,” Solheim said. 


Martin Gunnar Knutsen, former NKP chairman, said a 
month ago that he had been naive in his faith in the 
Eastern bloc system. 


“We defended and believed in the systems in the Eastern 
bloc because the leaders there produced documentation 
which they portrayed as correct. We only got to see the 
best of everything when our ions paid visits,” 
Martin Gunnar Kautsen told VART LAND. 


The discussion document preparing for the congress at 
the end of March next year will now be discussed by 
NKP members. 


“The NK? has now been purged of all the Stalinist 

traditions and stains that we may have acquired over the 

years. We have created a new vision for socialism in 

which we strongly stress pluralism and all fundamental 

ee Ce 
ilsen said. 


But does the NKP not need cooperation partners for 
such a resurrection? 


“Yes. All parties do. Nothing can live as an isolated 
organization. And one of the alternatives included in the 
discussion document is a clarification of our relationship 
with the SV,” Nilsen stressed. 


The NKP Central Committee has reviewed the lessons 
learned by socialism from the October 1917 revolution 
to the present. The NKP endorses the processes currently 
taking place in Eastern Europe as revolutionary. 


“In socialist countries old systems must be replaced by 
new, otherwise there will be no socialism,” Nilsen said. 


“1 do not think that the communisi movement in 
Norway will disappear. Several alternatives for discus- 
sion have been put forward, and it is possible that the 
NKP will emerge with a constitution different from the 
one it has today. I do not think that the NKP will be 
merged with the SV,” said Arne , editor of the 
communist newspaper, FRIHETEN. Nor is he afraid 
that the possible dissolution of the party will have any 
effect on the newspaper. 
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Sweden 
Government Criticizes U.S. Panama Intervention 
LD2112201389 Stockholm Domestic Service 


in Swedish 1545 GMT 21 Dec 89 
Prime Minister Criticizes Romanian Violence 
LD2112202189 Stockholm Domestic Service 


in Swedish 1700 GMT 21 Dec 89 
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Paper Reports Tightened Security Measures 
NC2012151289 Nicosia APOGEVMATINI in Greek 

20 Dec 89 pl 

[Text] Interior Minister Khristodhoulos Veniamin yes- 
terday told APOGEVMATINI: “The United States sent 
a message ¢xpessing strong concern that terrorist groups 
may attack American interests in Cyprus and we have 
already taken tough security measures everywhere.” 

He added that security measures have been particular’ y 
tightened in the area of the American radio station in 
Nicosia (towards Arkhangelos), because it is the target of 
terrorist designs, which are real and which have been 
mentioned by U.S. services. 


The be Pigg mm possess and published information 
which specifically says that such attacks are possible 
during the next few days (the holiday season). 


The minister said: “We have also adopted [security] 

measures around the American Embassy and other 

installations to wipe out any danger.” 

Al the same time, however, security control has been 

intensified at Larnaca airport and ports to uncover 

ee a ee aw oy nee 
y. 


The measures will be intensified during the next few 
days, since according to relevant information, this is the 
time that terrorist groups may attack targets here and 


Officials Deny Cyprus Singled Out 
NC2212122289 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
22 Dec 89 p 3 


[Text] A U.S. State Department circular a week ago 

European governments and European-based 
US. of a possible Christmas terrorist campaign 
has not caused undue concern amongst security services 
on the island, it was pointed out yesterday. 


The State Department issued a general warning after 
security officers intercepted an arms cache at an undis- 
closed European airport ing. U.S. officials believe. 
to the pro-Iranian Hizballah (Party of God). 


The State Department accordingly sent requests to all 
European governments requesting that “American inter- 
ests” be protected. 

Cypriot newspaper, “SIMERINI™, on Wednesday [20 
December], claimed that Cypriot security chiefs “have 
taken special measures after information that foreigners 
of Arab origin are planning terrorist attacks in Cyprus”. 


Yet both the Cyprus police and the U.S. Embassy said 
yesterday there was nothing to indicate that Cyprus had 
been singled out by any group as a venue for terrorist 
attacks over Christmas. 


Government Expresses Concern Over Panama Events 


NC2112185789 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 21 Dec 89 


{Text} The Government of Cyprus has expressed con- 
cern over the situation and events in Panama. In a 


basis of UN principles and international law. 


AKEL Condemns U.S. ‘Invasion’ of Panama 


NC2012182389 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] The central committee of the Restorative Party of 
the Working People [AKEL] has issued a statement 
condemning the invasion of Panama by U.S. forces as a 
blatant violation of international law and an anachro- 
nism which undermines the international climate of 
detente and cooperation. 

The AKEL statement also calls on the Cypriot Govern- 
ment and people to express their opposition to the U.S. 
invasion. 


Turkish Maneuvers in Mersin Area Protested 


NC2112184889 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The Cyprus Government has lodged a strong 
protest with the Vienna arms reductions negotiations 
over the Turkish air and naval maneuvers in the sea 











NC2112141489 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1130 GMT 21 Dec 89 


Stressing that he himself had given an affirmative reply 
, Vasiliou said that it is the Turkish Cypriot side that is 
called upon to respond to the invitation of UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar to agree without condi- 
tions and with goodwill to a construct: ve dialogue aimed 
at achieving a just and viable settlement of the Cyprus 
issue. 


to mark the end of celebrations of the 
It is for this reason, he added, 


at a gathering 
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long as opposes and violates in Cyprus the basic princi- 
ples of current European political moral standards. 


Moscow Praises Vasiliow on Readiness To Talk 


NC1512213589 Moscow in Greek to Cyprus 1730 GMT 
1S Dec 89 


tator Aleksandr Mikhaylov writes in this connection: 
The president made this statement at the end of a year 
that promised to be a turning point for the settlement of 
the Cyprus problem. This, however, has not been the 
case. Thus, if only a year ago success of the dialogue 





U. S. Official Ledsky Comments on Mission 


NC2012191889 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] After meeting with President Yeoryios 
Vasiliou this afternoon, Nelson Ledsky, U.S. State 


As he was leaving, Ledsky again avoided answering 
reporters’ questions, stressing that he will comment 
extensively after he winds up his contacts. 





ut 


During the meeting with Yeoryios Vasihou, there was 
fae edn ae en ae Se 
lishing trust. [passage omitted] 

Ends Contacts; Vasiliou Remarks 
NC2112215589 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
2100 GMT 21 Dec 89 
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Paper Comments on Visit 


NC2017125089 Nicosia ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 


20 Dec 89 p 3 


[Editorial by Andonis Mikhailidhis] 
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2191789 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 


see AKEL divided like other Communist parties had 

lost.” He described the results of the Central Committee 

meetings as “the perfect Christmas present to the party,” 
Central Committee Member Resigns 


which included perestroyka™ but “those who wanted to 

serving the party's best mmtevests and its spirit of unity. 
nt that a = NCIBI 

1739 GMT 18 Dec 89 


pohoes initiated by Presedent Gorbachev in 


have supported a public debate crtemg the precedent of _— that AKEL had “embarked on its own road to socialism. 
Umon. 
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East through annexing northern Lebanon and Turkey's 
Hatay province. (passage omitted] 


Syria has placed Lebanon, which constitutes the 
southern part of its dream, under its control by deploying 
40,000 of its troops in that country. It is now trying to 
realize its ridiculous aspirations over Hatay, which 
makes up the northern end of its illusion, by using the 
PKK. In view of this, Turkey is more of a target for 
_— military preparations and rearmament than 


A plan was drawn up and put into effect in accordance 
with al-Asad’s instructions for the development of the 
Syrian Armed Forces on the basis of the concept of 
Strategic balance after the clashes in Lebanon in 1982. 
Although the “concept of the strategic balance policy” 
was believed to be aimed at recapturing the Golan 
Heights from Israel, Syria's rearmament policy exceeded 
its objective and turned the Syrian Armed Forces into 
oe ee military force in the region after 
raq. 


The plan gave Syria an opportunity to organize an army 
of nine divisions reinforced in early 1986 by 4,100 tanks, 
620 fighter aircraft, and 40 warships. The number of its 


troops was increased to 500,000 men, a which is 
disproportionate to Syria's population 0 million. 
[passage omitted] 

The Syrian Army, which provides a good display of 


Soviet technology, has Soviet-made Frog-7, SS-21, and 
Scud-13 missiles (which have a range of 350 km) to 


suppor: ground operations and destroy targets. 
Meanwhile, Syria has acquired MiG-29 ai from the 
Soviet Union which have a range than Turkey's 


F-16 aircraft. Futhermore, Syria depends on its SA-2, 
SA-3, SA-4, SA-5, SA-6, SA-7, SA-8, and SA-9 antiair- 
craft missiles and on its 450-km Sepal missiles for the 
defense of its ports and coastal regions. Turkey has only 
an insignificant number of long-range missiles, and 
whatever it has is old. [passage omitted] 


A comparison between the military forces of Turkey and 
Syria will add another dimension to the debate between 
those who support the view that Turkey should effect 
significant reductions in the number of its troops 
because of the diminishing Soviet threat, and those who 


oppose this viewpoint. 


It has been reported that any move to reduce the Turkish 
Armed Forces from 850,000 to 500,000 men will affect 
the Turkish defense industry, which is only just being set 
up. Consequently, important projects will cither be 
halted or reduced in scope. This situation will encourage 
Syria—a country which has increased its Armed Forces 
to 500,000 men and rearmed itself on the basis of 
modern Soviet technology, and which has been using the 
PKK against Turkey to undertake military operations in 
connection with Turkey's Hatay province. [passage 
omitted] 
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Giray Outlines Defense Policy at Budget Debate 
7A2012195789 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Addressing the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly during a debate on his minis- 
try’s budget, National Defense Minister Safa Giray said 
that in recent months there have been very significant 
developments in international relations with regard to 
security. Giray explained that the developments in East- 
West relations are on the verge of upsetting the order 
established in Europe in the wake of World War II. 
Pointing out that a new order may be established if this 
trend continues, Giray noted that the tense atmosphere 
that has prevailed in Europe for over 40 years may be 
replaced by a peaceful atmosphere based on cooperation. 
The defense minister remarked that it is still not clear 
when the dust from these changes will settle down, or 
whether the positive developments in the political arena 
will affect other fields. 


Giray stated that NATO has political as well as economic 
aspects, adding that the basic policies pursued by NATO 
so far should be perpetuated even if new balances are 
formed and stability in Europe is restored. He said that 
the Conventional Force Reduction talks in Vienna are 
proceeding on a positive course, but even if agreement is 
reached at the end of the talks, the threat will not be 
totally eliminated. 


Giray went on to say that Turkey's characteristics stem- 
ming from its geographic location require continued 
vigilance and make it imperative to increase the striking 
force and flexibility of the Turkish Armed Forces. 


Referring to the subject of force reduction, Giray 
declared that Turkey will arrange its own force structure 
following the emergence of the final shape of changes 
and threats in Europe. 


Giray charged that the foreign elements introduced into 
the security cooperation between Turkey and the United 
States are adversely affecting bilateral relations. He 
added: Mutual interests dictate that the United States 
fulfill more effectively its commitments deriving from 
the Defense and Economic Cooperation Agreement and 
its appended letters, and purge the negative effects of 
foreign factors from our relations. 


The defense minister reported that many modern sys- 
tems were introduced into the Turkish Armed Forces 
during the past few years, but deficiencies still exist in 
certain areas. He revealed that various projects are being 
implemented in a bid to eliminate these deficiencies. 


[passage omitted; 


Arms Reductions Concern Military Circles 
NC2112102789 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
17 Dec 89 p 3 


[Text] Ankara (CUMHURIYET News Service}—It has 
been reported that the delay in the modernization of 
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Turkey's military forces will not be removed even if arms 
and military equipment are transferred to Turkey within 
the framework of reductions effected in accordance with 
the agreement to be reached on the question of conven- 
tional arms. Military circles have said that numerical 
equality may be achieved through thc transfer of arms, 
but there will be no balance where quality is concerned. 


Although military circles connected with the matter have 
said that a political decision in NATO for the transfer of 
arms would be welcome, they expressed concern over the 
fact that reductions will be effected only in five catego- 
ries of arms within the framework of the agreement to be 
reached on conventional arms. A military official 
expressed his concern on the matter as follows: 


“Disarmament will be effected only in five categories. 
Whatever is outside the framework of these categories 
will not be affected. What is outside these categories? For 
example, command control communications systems are 
not included within the framework of the reductions. 
These operate in support of military communications. 
istics, mobilization stocks, missiles, naval forces, air 
ense units, warning systems, and reconnaissance 
units will not be subject to reductions. The difference 
will continue to exist without any change. In view of this, 
it is impossible to believe that military forces will be 
reduced to the level of our forces.” 
The United States, the FRG, and France are among the 
countnes which can transfer arms to Turkey. It is 
common knowledge that reductions will be effected in 
the number of tanks, artillery pieces, armored personnel 
carriers, fighter aircraft, and armed helicopters. Since 
Turkey does not have armored infantry war equipment 
and armed helicopters, the reductions in this category 
will not affect Turkey for the time being. 


Meanwhile, Turkey has 750 M-47 tanks. A number of 
them are not being used. Turkey also has a similar 
number of artillery pieces and more than 200 F-104 
aircraft. By removing about half of all these, Turkey will 
fulfill the 15 percent reduction expected of it. 


Future Strategy Examined in Light of ‘Detente’ 
NC2012132089 Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
17 Dec 89 p 8 


[Report by Salim Yalciner and Selin Caglayan] 


[Text] Vienna (GUNAYDIN)—Vienna yesterday hosted 
a meeting which was important from the point of view of 
Turkey's future. Seventeen Turkish ambassadors met 
with Foreign Minister Mesut Yilmaz to examine the 
latest developments in the East European countries and 
the effects on Turkey of the disarmament trend created 
by detente between the Eastern and Western blocs. The 
conclusions reached at the meeting will be assessed in 
detail in Ankara and then conveyed to private and public 
sector officials and opposition parties. 
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It has been established that the decisions Turkey will 
make in determining its future strategy will be as follows: 
1. Turkey's withdrawal from NATO or the severance of 
its relations with the Western world is definitely out of 
the question. 

2. However, political and economic ties closer than those 


which existed in the past will be established with the 
Soviet Union and the other Warsaw Pact countries. 


3. If Turkey wishes to establish a place for itself within 

the framework of a “United Europe,” then 1 will have to 

take greater steps in the direction of human rights and 
ist democracy. 


4. The source of the threat against Turkey has shifted 


Union north. Turkey's new 
defense strategy will be determined according to this 
fact. However, vigilance will be maintained against a 
possible threat from the north. 


5. The agreement that will be concluded at the end of the 
Vienna talks on conventional arms reductions will allow 
Turkey to redeploy its military forces in its southern and 
southeastern regions. This is in Turkey's favor. 


6. Although its strategic importance in the military field 
is weakening, Turkey will, in view of its geographical 
location, maintain its overall strategic importance in 
NATO when that organization gains more political 
weight. 

7. The indications are that even if the EC does not grant 
full membership to Turkey, it will not fully close the 
doors of Europe to it. 


Minister Announces Southeast Casualty Figures 


NC2212103289 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
18 Dec 89 p 8 


[Excerpt] Ankara (TERCUMAN)—Interior Minister 
Abdulkadir Aksu has disclosed that | antiaircraft gun, 60 
rounds of antiaircraft ammunition, 2 recoilless guns, | | 
recoilless gun shells, and 28 SAM-7 missiles are among 
the arms that have been seized in southeastern Turkey. 
Aksu also asserted that security forces were “superior in 
the struggle” that is being waged against the terrorists. 


The Turkish Grand National Assembly debated the 
budgets of the Interior Ministry and the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Security yesterday. Replying to criti- 
cisms of the work of his ministry, Abdulkadir Aksu made 
some announcements on the incidents in southeastern 
Anatolia. He said 527 terrorists were captured between 
19 July 1987, the day when the regional governorship 
was established, and 30 November 1989. Of this 
number, 322 were killed and another 131, 24 of them 
wounded, were captured alive. Another 74 terrorists 
surrendered voluntarily. Aksu also disclosed that 205 














* Impact of Weakening Agriculture Examined 
90ES0177A Istanbul DUNYA in Turkish 
30-31 Oct 89 


[30 October p 4] 
[Text] “The village you cannot go to is not yours.” This 
statement Vizier Halil Rifat Pasa, a statesmen 
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agricultural production in 1988 is expected to decline to 
2 percent by the end of this year. Nearly 90 percent of the 
grain crop has been lost in most of the country as a result 
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The drought which reached a critical point in the first 
half of 1989 cut agricultural production significantly 
compared to last year. According to DIE [State Statistics 
Institute] estimates for the agricultural sector, agricul- 
tural production this year will remain far below that of 
last year. In some categories the amount of this decline 
has reached 50 to 60 percent. There have been increases 
only in tobacco, hazelnuts, and sunflowers. The produc- 
tion of cotton, walnuts, figs, and grapes could barely 
keep up with last year's levels. 


The crops that suffered the largest declines over 1988 
production levels were wheat (19.5 percent), barley (40.0 
percent), lentils (46.4 percent), and olives (40.9 percent). 
The livestock sector has been affected just as severely. 
Refugees coming from the Middle East and Pakistan also 
played a part in this situation. According to provisional 
estimates of the 1985 census, the nation’s population 
reached 54.1 million in 1988 and will increase by 2.2 
percent in 1989 to reach 55.3 million. The proportion of 
the 15-64 age group—which is considered the working- 
age group—in the population is expected to increase to 
60.2 percent. Agriculture in rural areas is obviously one 
of the cornerstones of our nation’s economy. A rapid 
decline is observed in our agricultural exports. The share 
of exports in agricultural products has sharply declined 
from 6 percent in 1988 to 2 percent this year. In recent 
statements, Prime Minister Turgut Ozal described the 
decline of the share of agricultural products in Turkey's 
exports to approximately 20 percent as a propitious 
development, and a sign that Turkey is changing from an 
agricultural to an industrial nation. That indicates that 
the shrinking of the agricultural sector and the impover- 
ishment of people working in this sector are considered 
to be acceptable sacrifices for the development of 
industry. The social crises and upheavals that may result 
from the economic shocks that may be created by the 
abandonment of an industry integrated with or based on 


agriculture cannot be ignored. 


The status of agriculture-based industry is not encour- 
aging cither. While many firms have cut their produc- 
tion, some have completely ceased operation. The 
domestic production of agricultural equipment, mainly 
tractors, has slowed down, and junkyards of such equip- 
ment have begun to appear. Studies show that the 
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coming year does not offer bright prospects for these 
industries. While the rate of realization in vital projects 
has declined from 40 to 35 percent, the utilization of 
production capacity in agriculture and industry has been 
steadily dropping. Unemployment and impoverishment 
are accelerating the migration from rural areas to large 
cities. Cuts in investments, declines in productivity, and 
the high rate of inflation are aggravating the imbalance 
in the distribution of income and wealth, shrinking the 
domestic market, and having adverse effects on exports. 


Farmers on Their Own 


Since 1960, land and agricultural reforms have been 
included in every 5-year plan as a constitutional require- 
ment but have been disregarded by every government 
that has come to office. The failure to implement a land 
reform program and to settle disputes over parcel sizes, 
title deeds, and land survey records remains an impor- 
tant problem that awaits solution in the agricultural 
sector. The appallingly unbalanced and inheritance- 
based land distribution system in the East and Southeast 
is forcing the landless rural people to work as day 
laborers, sharecroppers, and tenants. The rapid growth 
of population coupled with inadequate agricultural pro- 
duction have made it impossible for small farmers and 
peasants to feed even themselves, and have forced them 
to look for work in big cities. This has resulted in a rapid 
swelling of unemployment in big cities. The absence of 
any durable government policies on this issue becomes 
even more noticeable under these circumstances. The 
flimsy structure of small farm businesses, limitations on 
the optimal utilization of input materials, the inadequate 
level and unbalanced nature of public subsidies, and the 
tendency of a disorganized market to hold off funds for 
new production have accelerated the slide into this 
unfavorable situation. The failure to develop village 
cooperatives and the deliberate or unwitting practice of 
altering their function have resulted in a situation 
whereby “the farmer must look after himself as an 
individual.” Although we have a larger number of trac- 
tors per unit of arable land than the EC nations, our yield 
efficiency remains far below theirs. We have a surplus of 
250,000 tractors compared to the area of our arable land, 
which means that $3 billion in foreign currency have 
been wasted. Almost all stud animals and high- 
omy Be high-yield seeds are imported from 

superior wheat yields obtained in Western 
countries provide those nations with enormous advan- 
tages to dump their products on world markets. 


The demonstration that thousands of farmers held with 
their tractors in Manisa on 7 September to make their 
voices heard for the first time in 15 years was obviously 
meant as a serious warning to the government. The 
decline of agriculture in Turkey, which is known as a 
farming country, may pave the way for unfavorable 
economic and social developments. During the Manisa 
demonstration, working peasants expressed their senti- 
ment that the worsening condition of the producers 
cannot be blamed simply on drought, that the principal 
cause of this situation is the steady impoverishment of 
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the producers over the last 10 years, and that negligence 
has assumed vast proportions. 

[31 Oct 89 p 4] 


[Text] During the said demonstration, the marchers 
demanded that producers who owe more than 50 million 
Turkish lira be allowed to pay their debts in installments, 
that interest rates on their debts be cut by 30 percent, 
that subsidies be increased, and that hikes in feed prices 
be stopped. In 1937, Ataturk made the following 
remarks which remain significant today: “We should not 
have any landless farmers in this country. The amount of 
land large farmers or farm owners can work must be 
png ey dns pep hegre thedhendpe  d nth in which 
the land is located and the productivity of the land 


Turkey has 24,672,000 hectares of farmland. It is esti- 
mated that more than 25 million people, or nearly half of 
the nation’s population, depend on the rural sector. In 
our country, each person who works in the agricultural 
sector can produce enough to feed only a few persons. 
While one farmer in our country can feed only a few 
persons, the same farmer can feed 54 people in Britain, 
43 in Belgium, 40 in the United States, 30 in Holland, 25 
in Canada, 19 in the FRG, 13 in France, 10 in Italy, and 


7 in Spain. 


Declining Use of Fertilizer 


Agriculture in our country has an important economic 
and social role. Because of erroneous planning and 
assessments in the livestock sector, grazing areas were 
converted into crop growing fields. As a result, the stock 
of grazing areas in the country has dwindled to the point 
where it cannot support even our existing livestock 
population under normal climatic conditions. Our 
remaining grazing areas are being depicted because they 
are being overgrazed by a factor of 3.3 each year. 
Meanwhile, epidemic parasites which impede livestock 
production remain uncontrolled in Turkey. The lack of 
capital in the rural sector is another factor that impedes 
livestock production. Inadequate credit and improper 
pricing and marketing methods are other factors inhib- 
iting the livestock industry in Turkey. 


The share of agricultural products in our exports has 
declined to about 18 percent. This figure rises to 27 
percent when agriculture-based processed goods are 
included. The share of agriculture in fixed investments 
has steadily declined over the years and has fallen to 
unsettling levels. The share of agriculture in fixed invest- 
ments fell from 10 percent in the 4th 5-year plan period 
to as low as 7.2 percent in the Sth 5-year plan period. The 
inadequate pace of growth in the industrial sector has 
kept Turkey's general growth rate at 3 percent. Although 
the agricultural sector grew in 1988, rising inflation has 
eroded the producers’ purchasing power considerably. 
Farmers are unable to repay their loans, much less to buy 
the input materials they need. Successive price hikes 
have forced producers to cut their use of fertilizers. The 








28 TURKEY 


use of fertilizer per donum [940 square meters] of land 
has dropped from 15 kg in the past to an average of only 
10 kg today. 


Ataturk understood the need for measures on dry 
farming and took steps in this direction. Having seen the 
problems caused by drought and cracking soil in the 
Ataturk Forest Farm in Ankara, Ataturk sent Numan 
Kilic to the United States in 1927 to acquire knowledge 
in this area. After returning to Turkey with advanced 
agricultural know-how and technology for those days, 
Kilic implemented some succesful practical measures. 
The new technology and production methods led to the 
creation of the Dry Farming Experimental Station in 
Eskisehir. Kilic put special emphasis on fallowing, use of 
fertilizers, and crop harvesting on alternate years to 
enhance the productivity of the soil. 


It is possible to prevent topsoil erosion and loss of 
moisture in bare fields by planting them with feed crops. 
Small farming businesses form the most important seg- 
ment of our agriculture. Farmers in dry rural areas have 
very low incomes because arable parcels of land are small 
and fragmented, harvesting is possible only on alternate 
years, and they have no accumulated capital. This results 
in the steady impoverishment of the farmers. Govern- 
ment support is needed to ensure the small farmer's 
economic and social well-being. The only way to intro- 
duce structural reform and to improve the imbalance in 
income distribution is to organize peasants into cooper- 
atives. The laws ing Cooperatives cannot be said 
to be adequate. It is also evident that the government has 
not encouraged the formation of cooperatives and that it 
does not have a well-defined policy on this issue. The 
cooperative system has been highly developed and is 
extensively implemented in Western countries where 
institutionalized farm cooperatives sell various products 
directly to the consumers without any middiemen. 


Decline of Machinery Output 

The prices of agricultural equipment and machinery 
have soared as a result of inflation. This, coupled with 
the steadily worsening economic condition of the 
farmers and the erosion of their purchasing power, is 
seen as a major factor that inhibits mechanization in 
agriculture. The 20-percent contribution farmers are 
required to pay when buying agncultural equipment and 
machinery farm credit cooperatives becomes a 30 
percent downpayment requirement because of the up- 
front payment of the 10 percent value-added tax. This 
has been causing major problems. The high interest rates 
on credit are further diminishing the farmer's already 
limited purchasing power. A major portion of agricul- 
tural equipment and machinery factories can utilize only 
50 percent of their capacities. The manufacturers have 
declared that if this situation continues “no company 
will be able survive.” They think thai this is one of the 
reasons Turkey's tractor stock has remained at 600,000 
to 700,000 instead of the required | million. According 
to studies by the Turkish Union of Agricultural Cham- 
bers. the situation is as follows: Turkey had 612.713 
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tractors in 1986. Domestic manufacturers produced 
31,200 tractors in 1988 which is the same number as 
were produced in 1973. Therefore, the growth in tractor 
production has not been stable. The number of tractors 
produced in 1987 was 35,995 which means that the 
figure for 1988 represents a decline of 13 percent. 


The principal cause of this decline is the sieady slide in 
the purchasing power of the farmers. In 1984, when 
tractor production peaked at 16,087 [as published], a 
farmer needed 67,391 kg of wheat to buy a tractor 
Today, a farmer needs 105,850 kg of wheat to buy a 
tractor. The same is true for other agricultural equip- 
ment and machinery. The chief causes of the inadequate 
utilization of agricultural equipment and machinery are 
the meager purchasing power and the educational defi- 
ciencies of the farmers. While declining purchasing 
power and the limited availability of credit have inhib- 
ited the farmers from buying equipment, the equipment 
manufacturers are forced to operate at very low capacity 
utilization rates because of low demand for their prod- 
ucts. Rapid declines have been observed in recent years 
in the production of heavy plows, cultivators, disk rakes, 
rollers, lawn mowers, uni-ersal seeders, grain seeders, 
threshers, fertilizer spreaders, milking machines, and 
rotary beaters. Increases have been observed in the 
production of only reaping machines and weeding rakes. 


In 1986, there were 25.6 tractors per 1,000 hectares of 
arable land in our country. According to FAO [Federal 
Accounting Office] figures for 1985, this rate is higher 
than the world average of 17.4. However, in agricultur- 
ally developed nations, the number of tractors per | 000 
hectares of arable land stands at 205 in the FRG, 87.5 in 
France, and 77.6 in Britain. 


As in most developing nations, more than half of the 
agricultural enterprises in Turkey are small businesses. 
Most of these small enterprises produce partly or exclu- 
sively for their own consumption and have problems 
accumulating capital. Mechanization remains limited in 
such businesses. Moreover, the small and fragmented 
parcels of land these small farm businesses work reduce 
the benefits of mechanization. This situation makes the 
economical utilization of existing equipment and 
machinery difficult. The economic policies the govern- 
ment is implementing are having an adverse effect on the 
balanced distribution of agricultural equipment and 
machinery. The rapid rise in the prices of these machines 
relative to crop prices and the inadequate levels of price 
subsidies and floor prices are preventing producers from 
buying and using agricultural equipment and machinery. 
Being unable to pay for the input materials they buy and 
to repay their loans, the producers are often forced to sell 
their tractors and machines. In sum, the price policies of 
the present government are not being implemented in a 
way that would enhance the producers’ purchasing 
power. The producer is at a point when “two kg of 
tomatoes can buy a cup of tea.” Farmers have become 
consumers rather @aan producers. 
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Moreover, the production of many types of agricultural 
equipment and machinery has not increased in recent 
years. 


— this sieuation by 
much. There were significant drops in the production of 
agricultural equipment and machinery in 1989. The 
causes of this bottleneck in the agricultural machinery 
manufacturing sector can be summarized as follows: 


—There is a great need for resources because of the 
material-intensive nature of the industry. 


—Profit margins are low because production is targeted 
to farmers. 


—Capital turnover is low because sales are seasonal. 
—Auzxiliary industnes are inadequate. 
—There is a widespread shortage of qualified personnel. 


—Terms of sale are burdensome because credit institu- 
tions participate in marketing. 


—There is intense competition among exporting firms 
on the market. 


—Difficulties are encountered in the procurement of raw 
matenials. 


—Inflationary pressures have had a sernnous impact. 


— The high cost of credit is pushing the sector into even 
more difficult circumstances. 


The farmers took the largest share of the 
burden in the belt-tightening policies that were imple- 
mented in the aftermath of the 24 January decisions. 
farmers produced, input material costs rose by or 
twentyfold. A farmer who could buy a tractor in 
exchange for 10 metric tons of cotton in previous years 
has to grow 30 metric tons of cotton to buy the same 
a ore ee ees ee ee 
wiped out the farmers’ prospects of using motorized 
machinery. Because a planned production and disiribu- 
tion program is not implemented, a general imbalance 
exists in the distribution of agricultural equipment and 
machinery among various regions. The stock of agnicul- 


eastern Anatolia, where the economy is especially depen- 
dent on agriculture, is very low compared to that of the 
Mediterranean and Aegean regions. Producers and man- 
ufacturers of machinery have expressed common con- 
cerns over these declines and have attributed the present 
situation to the objectionable policies implemented by 
the government. They have charged that agriculture is 
treated as a stepchild and that the quest to resolve the 
problems in agricultural mechanization has been 
blocked because of neglect and indifference. 
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This means 

housing and public services to 25 million additional 
people. It is obvious that this will create additional 
pressures on natural and manmade resources, particu- 
larly land. 

The principal objective of the agricultural policies that 
are being implemented in developed and developing 
nations across the world is to ensure steady growth in 
agricultural production which constitutes a solid base for 


—Floor prices must be set aad reviewed in a manner that 
protects the producer, losses farmers suffer as a result 
of drought must be compensated for by raising floor 
prices. 

—Subsidies must be increased; price hikes on input 
materials must be stopped. 


—All subsidies, mainly the feed and milk support pre- 
miums, must be increased. The milk support premium 
must be increased from the current level of 25-30 
Turkish lira per kg to 150 Turkish lira per kg, and the 
feed support premium must be raised from the current 
ee ee a ee ee 


—Dhesel fuel must be subsidized. 


—Interest rates on agricultural credits must be cut by 20 
percent and sufficient credit must be made available 
to meet demand. 


—Approximately 450,000 metric tons of seed must be 
distributed to the farmers cach year. 
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Agreement Signed With Georgian Republic and visiting Georgian Deputy Prime Minister Our 
TA1412153589 Ankara ANATOLIA i Melkadze, cooperate in maritime 
1510 GMT 14 Dec 89 — and light industry. 
Finance and Customs Minister Ekrem Pakdemirli on 
cerpt] Ankara (A.A)—Turkey and the Soviet ee ee es on 
of Georgia on Thursday signed an agreement to " : Geor B4. agreement 
mon a 
According to the agreement signed by Deputy Under ine for ‘ bs auto tn tie 
Seceetary of Treamety and Foreign Trase Yeicia Burcek ny tty | eel aw aon 
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